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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 14. Applicant's submission filed on July 26, 
2004 has been entered. 

2. Applicant' s cancellation of claims 1 -3 and 5- 1 6 in the Amendment filed July 26, 
2004 has been acknowledged by Examiner. N.B. claim 4 was cancelled in Paper 13. 

3 New claims 1 7-3 1 presented in the Amendment filed July 26, 2004 have been 
received and considered by Examiner. 

4. An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

5. The application has been amended as follows: 

Insert the claim status identifier -(New)- after each claim number of claims 17-31. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 17-31 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

7. The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a packaging material or package 
that comprises a plastic layer that comprises the combination of light-reflecting material 
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such as light-reflecting mineral particles in an amount of about 3 to about 80 weight 
percent with light-absorbing material such as carbon black in such a small amount as the 
amount claimed by Applicant of about 0.04 to about 1 weight percent. New claims 17-31 
overcome the rejections based on the prior art of record because Akao et al. do not teach 
or suggest the combination of the light-reflecting material and light-absorbing material in 
the claimed amounts in a plastic layer (Akao et al. do not teach or suggest an amount 
range of carbon black with an upper limit of a value as low as the claimed upper limit of 
about 1 percent), Akao et al. do not teach or suggest a packaging material or package that 
consists of three plastic layers where the plastic of the three layers is the same plastic (as 
is claimed in independent claims 17 and 22) and do not teach or suggest a packaging 
material consisting of a plurality of plastic layers where all of the plastic layers are made 
of the same plastic as claimed in independent claim 27. Akao et al. require that at least 
two of the layers in the multilayer construction comprise different plastics since Akao et 
al. teach that the heat resistance and melting points of the respective plastics of two of the 
layers (layers 3a and 4, see col. 44, lines 48-55) must be significantly different (col. 6, 
lines 29-34 and col. 44, lines 48-55). 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Walter B. Aughenbaugh whose telephone number is 571- 



Application/Control Number: 09/700,840 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1772 

272-1488. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 9:00am to 
6:00pm and on alternate Fridays from 9:00am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Walter B. Aughenbaugh 
11/08/04 . iv 

HAROLD PYON 
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